
BBBBBB"Ja"aB?aBBBB?aBBBBB?aBMBa"aBBB?jB"jBBBBsat

M THESUN,uaitJNOAUECEMBKKr 20, 4800. i ' 'JM
bbbHI ' ii '... ;.n i ' ' i it in I. ..i.-ip- m, .in. i.i i. . .i.i. mi I' , , a .iIH

HERRMANN LOVED A JOKE.

H noun OF TUB THICKS ns tzatbdB OFF Tilt! bTAOli,

H The Great Umlclsn XV mm Ceaotaietr TtaiH of IIU Art, nod Wm Ht at Ilia BetH When l'rnetlalnc It for IIU Own Xnnil.H tueut-tio- ni of 111 Joke.
H TUo iloatli of Alexander Herrmann. the magi.
H elan. has removed onoof tbe greatest oractlcal
HUj Jokers tlmt tlio country ever mow. Herrmann
HU loved to mystify people, particularly peoplewho
Hl wero unuwnroof his Identity, and consequently
Hfy nnt expecting anything remarkable to happen.

Bl The magician used to tar: "1 love tur audl- -

B antes, but tliey ara always expecting lotnothlng,
Hj ami nothinic surprises them. It li one o( the

K greatest pleasures of my lila to surprise the
H tie, i'ln w hu ilo not know roe anil do not expect

PH from mo mora lliuu they do from the ordinary

IH lninan."IB Herrmann had made aovoral trlus around the
nV world, and. being, a tuAnuf great kcenees, with

L a full appreciation of Iho value of advertising,
H took rare that the placet ho v lilted had reason
H to lemomhar him. Ill trloka un oltlxens. hotel
H clerks, pullccmeii, aud others wore nlnaisex- -

JH plotted in tho newspapers, nud an a boomer for
TH huuscif l.a had fuw eguals. Ilia stories, how- -

IH ever, hud one merit which tho arnt of the
H rro-- agent of y seldom have. TheyjH ere Invnihibly Recounts of something thai
H had actually happened. It wasn't necessary fur
H Herrmann to cxplull fakes. He could make

riH atcrles too easily himself. All he had to do waajV to wn.k Into a barroom or Into a group of people

jjH on the strict, play a tilck on somebody, and thojB lnr) wis made. Hut outside of business cou--

iH slderntlons ilerniimu loved a Joke for Its own

H sake. He would frequently bo out alone and
H tpond hours In localities where even blsmephis- -

H toiu. .'iLu. 'taturva were nut known, auiuslng
H the iiHliveswtth most astor Mng performances.
H It uususu lard M.mlpul&lor that Herrmann

fH ticc'led. He could more feat with a pack

H cf cards than n'i tlv i:bl man, nnd some of Ms

bH car i tricks hive uover liecn tiplnlncd. ItJH KKmcil m tlu.'h he eould aotuolly change the
IHP n ' oo a card, while It was his custom at all

H p.ri riuui es to throw cards from the 3 la to to

fB a , un' i : the huusoivl thodirvcllon of thupeo- -

lflH p i' ' uudiuiu
HBj A tr,k much aiTcotcd by magician Is the
nBVx ti'jir t upot h den. of cards. It I not really a
hB ) tr s man's nb.l.ty to do It depeualneontlrely
HB I on 14 -- tren;;U of wrist and the acquirement of

'HJ a k, ark of applyinc tho required toruu to tbe
BH best udvaiu.i;e. Herrmann could tear an or- -

ilaar deck Into eighths. The strain on a man
hV ) In difve this is somcthlnK territlc, and Uerr- -

(Hf uaun often told peoplu that it disabled his
HJ bun.ts fo: ft wtek.

JBrBk F'mtj vwry retnarkabte performances have
BtlBL bct'i aitr.i oteil to Ilcrruiauu. and he uitd to
FHJlH sa) bimct-t- t that b tttu Llmo somu of his street
HfB trt. ks reached the newspapers they were truly

M im.aculous atThlrs. The following story, how- -

fjBEE ever, is told by a newspaper man of this Utr
?9HH asbavl.ic actually happened to htm. and SearsHl heo wncn a skeot.o aked Herrmann if it wure
JHHfH true, tl.e maux-'u- ta.U that It was.and that

furthermore it was one of tbe simplest tricks he

UH lierrmann tntered the editorial rooms of a
jHHI Park row iiewspaler ulllou at about I u'viuck
Hesl one mornln J. V ork in the otllce was about over

't1iTiI 'tar tne nlwbt. ami he had come down town at
I VI toe, conclusion of his performance to call on one

111 I f the editors. Hit, idllur Introduced him
J ft I the oilier, and uinouc tho people be
BB 1 met was the newspaper man aUiUt vvLoa this
ft ft I rtor lsv. rUlfn. '1 his man wore on the littfe
W 9 finder nf his rlk'ht hand u plain bund rlm:,wtiicn

Vl tie nail been unable to setoff for fourteen )ears.I Iml Tho ring was sunk deep'.y Into thu flesh, but aid
irS i.otcaute pal", and the owner did noi care to
fSl hare it cut. He had soaped and nreaed his
all hr.i:er repeatedly lu the vain aBort to slide theHjll rlntfoff,II Herrmann stood talklnc to this man for about
JIl fllleen mluutes. and ho was about to

Hft 1 leave be turued to li m and said:
HB " You havn't d ao thlnp, have you ?"
II HV "ut I." said the nuwspaper man, "thouubl
H Wit,1 TTOrt.dn't be surprised if sou bad emptied my
II jfi pooaela,"

ssil " N ot so bad as that, said Herrmann. "But
tl 1 co I think I will return this rlne. It

B mar be a souvenir uf something, and ou will
y piobnbly waul It," and the musician handed

K. Ij tue other the rln:, which be bad worn un tbe
",( l.ttle unaerof bis rlnbl hand.
klU 'liir newspaper man was speechless with tur--ll, pr,e, and be declares to this day that he did

Mil (J net feel the ricu leave his finger and hasn't tbeKj) faiiueit Idea when or huvr tbe magician ro--
BtvI muvedit.111) ll waj a favorite game with lierrmann to
1 !S surpr.se policemen, and he has tlmo and acaln
Lrril piedtnrks on bluecoats In Ibis city. U'.e

'ill otadit 'BV eral winters ctro he got roiird up in
IM a crud abich was watchinu a rtreet fakir In
l ) t'nio.i sr.uare. He picked out as victims two

HI I' )our.e ueit who seemed to bo together and
I It wure ah ues for the fakir and his wares ThenI II l.c nailed until a policeman came along, andIII men l,. ofiker was close by he gently ex.
II trai' ul a watch from the pocket of one1, of ihe younv; men. leavine the chain damrllng

Br frf in h.s vi-- t. Havinc disposed of the natch ai
Vf j j he avv tit, be reached over and gave the chain a

11 yar.k. Tlien as the young man discovered his
Ufj ,, L'f Rt,0 l okeil up. ljerruiann preteudod to be
w'Vf Tr ni'itu cuntusi-- and started to edgoawjy.
W l;l Of rouiM lb. lounj man grahbsd him, and of

1 cuur-- . tho policrmun placed the magician
ll under tr i si. That was part of Herrmann's

HM 11 prokramine, and b enjojed the maioh to the
BHJ 11 si.ill'ji, ' iij imnieii'tiy. SuP.t'rj'jeut ve'iis
iHL II l .ie,I tl.it he was not IJlodurli.J that Unit
JE&Jg eltbsr.
!im ,us station house a formal cliarac was pre- -

lm ferred Herrmann by tho man whose
i was minsliik:. Herrm.'.nn was fcarched
,iW from head to foot, uut not a trauu of the watch

- J was found. The ovvnerof the watch deolartd
i wosiemphatlcHlly tl at he bail seen ilerrm.von

" I Uvobintiroperty.Hr.il he- was equally suro that
I the ti.ier bad nm had t me to It.
I llerrmuno sml'id at this last statement, and
B addre sing the sergeant at the ries, said;
B "Theso uibii who uriuse me seem to be very
I friendly with the policeman. Why U it thatI they take his thinks,' I will show the officerI that these men are not what tliey pretend to be.

Vl.ero 's our bailse, nfUcer 7"
J The pollrrman boleil down at his coat, and

B sure euouuh his badge was gone. He turned
paie. li r ll - a serious tblu,; for a policeman to

B) lose niti'iailuc.
Bj " I will tell )nu, olllcer," went on Herrmann.
BJ "This man who accuses me stole your badge.
I I saw b,in ta l.e it."

HI "You're a liar!" promptly exclaimed the
BJ complainant, but Herrmann only smiled and
Bj said, "ceatch hlra and no."
BJ The pol.coman didn't have to search the

JB youth. He began rummi.KinB his own pocaets
BJ and pretty kooii, with a look of atiMiluto amaze--

BJf menl on ins f.ico. lie haulfd out the badge.
BB " You tee." said Herrmann; "1 told yon so.
BW And now oflUer, sec what else is gone. A man
Bf vrh. d sti ai n hadKo would tako am thing."

fBJ Hnldini; on to the young man with one hand,
MB the polkemaii br.'an searchiug his poi kct with
iBJ thu other. Suddenly bo bit himself over tbo
!B hip and oxolalinedi
Bj My pistol's none I"

'BJ "1 siitptcied It,' eald Herrmana; the other
BJ fellow's Rut that, I'll bet."
fli They didn't havo to search tho other fellow,
Bj elit er. He suddenly hkiiled the policeman's
BJ Pi oi out of hn pocket, lon.lng us surprised us

Lis friend had over tile hilge.
BG "A.. I now," unlit Herrmann, this watch

business. This man says thu thief had no time
B to ids,, ie of It. You havo searched me, now
Bj stan U tnco. hers."

L 'i hn policeman searched both young men. hat
BB- C- found no tracu of the watch.

.JBBy "Now henrrh yourself." said Herrmann, and
"W when he Insisted, the ofllicr did so. and found

BB the watch In his Inside rout pookut.
Bn "You see, sir," exclaimed Herrmann, "I am
HflJ the only honest man union; them all."
BBJ "I see," said the Hergeant, who had witnessed
BBJ the setn.hliigs without comment, "and I'd like
HH your niune,"
BB " Herrmann. Alexander lierrmann," said the
BB mafolan. "I'm au honest performer, and ",
BB "Yes. I kuoiv." Interrupted the hurgeantl
MB "You did this pretty well, Mr. Herrmann, bu- -
BBJ In the future you d better nut joko with police
BB men. You can go." mid the magician walked
BBBJ out, leaving the Mergraiit to explain matttra to
IBB the astonltned group lie left behind.
BB li.irmann has worked tint trick with Tarla- -
BBJ tlous In a doen different cllii-a- . Sometimes he
Bl did t (or amusement and sometimes for the ad

H rcrllelng ho got outof it, but alwax with re- -
BBJ mark-abl-e effect.
Be Herrmanns barroom tricks ware Innumrr- -
BB ab,o. He would make tiotlles and glasses ills- -

H appear t the amazement of burteniliTs, and It
was a favorit game of Ins in pay for a round of

H drinks anil then take the money back again be-f- fl

fore the battender got achanio to put It in the
' cash drawer. Only last summer he roledfltu
J lar bills into a Pall and gate them to a
M bartender In the cafe of the Hotel Marlborougn
BJ Inpnimeiit for some drlnxi. Tho harteinler
I laid the ball nf money on the bar a moment and

wlii n ha went to gel It a.-ul- it was gone. He
epept u naif an hour oKlng for it under the

I bar und around the room. Herrmann Onully
I aski ii tilm where hukept his cout. The man
B said he fnliicil ll UP and plai'nd It under the bur,
I " Is it theru now 1" aked Ucrrmau,
I " Yes," said t ne bartender,
1 "Well limK In tho pocket and see If you didn't
B put the money there. '
BJ The man lookid In the coat pocket and there

he found the live bills, straigteuud out, but ttlll
M a little rumpled from being sijueezed up into a

"llerrmaa'a trlek of catching bullets fired from
reguliitioi r lies, straight at bis heart, was ex- -
plulmdb) li.mlntlilsway;

fll "Tho Idea of being ilred at with powder and
ball is not original with me," he said, "Tnthe
niannurof lUexerutiuii unly dol lay therlalm

TK of nrlKlnalil)-- . .There are various ways of iier
fm v fonniiig tho feat. One way is to have the pistol
B , ar gun mado so that the tulo that couuocta "",

Jha povrder pin If It be a Btntlnck, or with
the cap U it he a peroDislon look. Instead of
running Into lbs breech of the barrel proper,
rung down Into tho lube that contain the
ramrod. Thert the committee-I- called upon to
mark the bullet, load the piece, and fire at the
Kerforrnor. Tho fnlto barrel or ramrod tubo

previously loaded with ft chargo of
powder and wad only. The rnmrod Is laid
nslde. and the report is just as loud as though
tho Charge was tlrod from the regular barrel,
while no part of the barrel proper Is charged
with powder and the leaden bullet remains un
disturbed, The bullet marked by the committee
having beeti palmed ny the performer. Is then
Pr.8".uUd, and the thing Is done."

II 11 Njo. the humorist, onou had a lot of fun
with Hetrmann. Nyu was travelling with
JameaWliltrombtllley at tho lime, and Herr-
mann was showing In the same town. They

topped at the same hotel, and sat next to una
another at the table. Herrmann didn't know
Nye at all, and the humorist only knew the
magician by sight. In the middle nf a menl one
night Herrmann leaned over, and separating
tho lettuce leaves ou Km' plate, disclosed a
large diamond thore.

"Dear inc. how careless I" exclaimed llerr-man-

expecting to see Nye start baok In sur-
prise. Hut Kyeilldti'tdn any such thing. Coolly
picking up the gem be remarked:

I'm always leaving things llko that around.
Here, waitress, here's a little present for you.
and he handed It to the girl who was waiting on
the table. Herrmann had to get the proprietor
uf the hotel nut tu tho kitchen before ho could
pet the stone back again, the girl ubsolutely re-
fusing to give It up.

Hermann always enjoyed telling this story on
himself, nud he MidNie weregreat frlundsup
to the time of tho latter death.

Ono day when he was stopping at flyracuse,
where he w as performing, a friend of his, an am-
ateur necromancer. Intiodtued to him an ac-
quaintance who had never seen the l'rnfessor.
The friend purposed to take Herrmann in t and
show him tin town. Herrmann had a parrot in
his room that kept up such a jabbering that con-
versation was almost Impossible. Tbe great
talker and the stranger found It Impossible to
bear anything but the bird's surill talk. Tbe
bird seemed particularly fond of shrieking,
"Alnt ion smartl" Tho raeket didn't seem to
disturb the I'rofessor. but suddenly noticing
that ll nnnnud the stranotr.be Jumped from
his sm abruptly and seined tho bird.

"I'll stop juurnolse." the magician cried, and
flung thu parrot Into space. Bird and clatter
vanished simultaneously, and the stranger

discovered what becamo of I'olly. for
Herrmann then put on his bat and went out
wiilking with his iwncatler.

Thev v Isltpd a bank, vvheru the magician was
Introduced io thecosblur, whom be astonished
by drawing along cigar out of the latter's Van
Dike beard. Tbe cigar ho quickly multiplied
into enough to no around. Ihu casblor had
been busy flipping nen bank notes from printed
sheets Issued b tho Treasury.

"I see you're n maglrMn yourself." sala Herr-
mann Jocularly; "vuu'rciiiaklngmnney. That's
something I ean do mysul at all times.

He asked tu be allowed to exumlne the sheet
of ban note, and whilu looking at It hu rattled
off one of bis pet storle- - and got the cashier and
his friend and the stranger all Interrsttd. In
tho midst or the story telling some heavy object
fell from a desk and apparently startled tho
mielchvn, who in his fright toro the sheet of
notes in half.

The magician teemed angered at his clumsi-
ness, and In a rage he tore the sheet up Into small
fragments. Then tie offend to make good the
loss vvlthmonev from hlsiiwnpiwketnook. The

that this was needle-s- . llrr-tnai-

thru dec larsd that liernops tho accident
might ot bo s , bsd ..ftT all lie rolled tbe toru
bits ir to ,v ball In t lie palms of his delt hands,
blew iutl.iiii, and then unrolling tbe ball spread
out the sheet utihrfrmed.

In another bank ho perfoimed a trick that
was always a favorite cf his. He wore upon tbe
l'ttlo ringer of his lift loind a striking-lookin- g

nne-- with a heavy se.'tiur" The 1'resideiit of the
bank comu.euted upon the odd appiarauceof
the ring." Yus." tbe magician said, " that is an odd
ring. It iui glveD tu me by tl.e Kmieror of
Austria, Uut you can have It if ou will accept
It."

Thereupon he drew the ring from his finger
and slipped il upon tbe bauk President's little
finger.

hut It wasn't there when the latter looked at
his hand, lo'tead. it u;kiii the I. tile
linger of the I'rofes-or'- s left hand. 'I he change
bad been effected by a must Bi.IT .1 b.t of palm-
ing.

OPCltJ. SIMSIUtS AHEOJli.
TV hat Miiiit. tVh Ar Well Kaonn Mere,

Are llolas u uroiena t ttlefl.
Frllulein Lola De.'tb. who -- ingat the Metro-

politan Opera House last iv.nur and rather
disat pointed New York aadlunces who had
beard of her reputation In Kurjpe both as a
singer and a bosuty, has be?n singing In tbo
German cities. bue bos appeared at Jtrass-bur- g.

Munich. Mainz. ISasel. and will go to
Monte Carlo for the season to be given there
unacr the direction of Jelilu. Next lesson
Fmaleln Heeth .Till return to the Imperial
Opera House In Vienna, where she made her
chief suci esses through several jears.

Tbe peiformanees ai .Monte Carlo this year
will require tbo services of a nutnbor of sing-

ers already known In New Y'ork. This ope-
rate (eacon at Muulo Cauo is one of tho most
artistic In hlurore, and every )ear at least one
or two new works nro given. The director
there Is Jehin, fnrmrrly of l"ao Optra Cornlque
In I'aris. but now at tbo Theatre do U Mon-nat- e

in lircssel. Ilo the husband of Mme.
Iiechamps, one of the mezzo-soprano- s at the
Urand 3pera in I'aris. Tho performances are
sit en under the pitronage of tho Prince of
Monaco, and the beit available singers In o

are secured. Last year the novelty was
Cesar Frar.ck's "Gbisaldls." vvl.h Kmma
Limes In tbe role. This year Isadora de
Lara's open "Mohlna" will bo sang and Gold-mark'- s

"Queen of shc.V' will bo given. Loth
ork will bo sun.: In Frt.icb. I'-- tti is to sine

In L.iTravlai.i" and "I.Uiia." with T.imagno,
and among the other si uers engaged are
Mmes. Mario Van Zandt. (itmnia Bullincioni.
Lolu Iieotb, and MM. Maurel, Llouvet, and
Van Dyck.

truest Van Dyck has been engaged by Mau-

rice Orau for the next two suasona at Covcnt
Garden, end bis European popularity contin-
ues as great as ever, although there seems
but Utiln change of his ever being heard in
this country, it is fairly e.afr to shv tnut au-

diences like those of New Yurk would not be
willing to accept Va.i Dyck as a eubsiiiute lor
J can du Husko. Hut singing with Jean de
Hetrke und dividing with blui tbe tenor roles
at thu opera, there la Utile that be
would noi lie ble'lily successful here.

Van Djck undue Iies? using practically
tbe same repertoire, Ino tenor 6lngs
perhaps with greater facility in trench and
tiottnan Ihat Jeauilu Ilca.ke dues, for vvhlliho
is a Helglun by birth, he has sung ror a long
time at tno Imperial Opera House In Vienna.
His best known characters nm llnuitu, Isiliin-on-

tautt, Diiliiuur, Mattrr. a rode which
ho has not sung oflen, end other parts In
whii h Jean de Kcszku is eminent. Ihu pres-
ence of '(Vlnkelmann In thu company at Vienna
kopt Van Dck out of thu heavier Wagnerial
r&lus, as tbe older tenor nm hid the i.all on
thorn, and only lit t o ease of his Indisposition
was Van Dick allowed to sing tho n, lie is stilt
highly popular In Paris, win-i- be sang 1,'ilim-i- )

Hi when the work waa given there for the
Ilrst time at thu lirand Dpuia. Lola Heeth
wlii sing 7ViJ with Mm.

Itosa HucLsi, for a long time ono of the fore-mo- ii

VVagnur singers of li 'rmnny, and for tl.e
last ten roars prima donna soprani ut ih
Hoial Opera Houte In Hoiltii, has lately bi.cn
singing with cimslJerab e einies3 in Buda-
pest, ulul U apparently in bctior vocal coimII-t'o- .i

than when shu snrg hero under Walter
Dannosjii's im,nac-ie,i- t. Her decline dur-
ing the thiue years immediately preceding hor
visit to thlsj'oiinlry was uieat, und her voice is
said to have failed considerably even during
tbo few month. that intervened betweon her
er.gagcmo.it by v alter Daiuri.seh in Uurlln
and ilfbut heic. trait Huher ulwujs
laid her failure horn tu her U kness ,hut appar-
ently "be is not tin f.ir gone to win favor In
Kumpcan cities. Her husband, Joseph hui her,
is tho chluf illrcctnr at thej licrb'i Opera,
and he accompanied her to Itudaioat. lie
was bom there, bill had uo.er conducted tbero
before.

Ada Adlny. who Is singing now In Germany,
Is a.i American, who has never been heard In
Opera liCher own cuuntry. bhe sang at tho
opera In Pails, and ut t'orent tmrileu. Ko-
fi- ,'lv she has been eli.gliu lu Germany, and
has added to her tepertolto a number or roles
In German. Hbe uuw sings in (lurinan Imilde,
III utiiiii J In "l),e Walkilro," i! a d
tidii, All of lhs j parts sne has uiing In
Italian and Frmuh. und she. still retains In
her lepertolre I'loet'n anil other of the florid
Italian rules, l.cp.im of blgrld nriioliUiin's
Kuiopeaii suensses continue to be beard, and
the Is anxious to liavu It known bun' Ihat In
l(ub!la;lie nceives Sl.-'U- every time she
sings, and tb.it the clugs, moreover, only tb
liuportant roles lu every perfurinunce.

nought Himself lor IHOO,
rrom tht Hiuiai'iie rtmrrr-Joiinia-

Lexington's oldest drayman Is William Wiles,
colored. Hu Is In his h!n cr, and has driven
a dray In Lexington for thlriy-ftv- u eais. In
view of the distinction of being Hie oldest dray-
man lu the cili.ius license was prenented to
him for Iriull. Tho Lexington cuild says of
bltni "Uncle Blll Is a relic of slavery days.
Probably no other man living In Kentucky

cun lay as Illeiul a claim to 'being bis own
bo.' rs he. lueie Hilly bought himself, and
has a rei elpt for the inunuy, lie was tbe slave
of George I, Hrown of Jessamine county. As was
thee slum, ho first had to buy his lime' from
the miner and then ls niaie on his work for
other peuplv, li.e cicu put on hit time was

a year. This was liberal. He went to
work with a vim, and at the end of four years
had paid the t4ou fur his lime and saved
5100, 'J he latter was too price at which lis was
nffered for sale. llsbaUiUajLuiOsuutuairliag
Uvoy'mljm foe IV A

'c" '" ' '" " ,. v.,vl..,i.
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LEHERS TO SANTA CLAUS,

inn nor.tDAT mail nsonirBB at
tbis jvjrrr xonn roar omatt.

AllhotiKb K.lt. nana Besea't Call tr Hie
Hall Ortea. letter Are Bt ta Hltm
Kverr Tear Ooessee ar III Taathfal
Corrsspeadsate to Haw ta Heaeh Hlca

The New York Post Office has no official In-

formation to the effeot that Santa Clan li not
entitled to receive mall. Tba Postmaster-Genera- l,

who debars lotteries and bucket shops
and other bunco artists from the privilege of
the malls, refuses to put upon the mysterious
patton saint of Christmas the Indignity of shar-
ing the general classification of these shady
operators. Santa Claua may use the malls so

much as pleases hit correspondents. Dnt there
Is a roomful of men upon the third floor of the
Post Office building who do earnestly
with that he would tend to tbe au-

thorities some permanent address where
letters will find him. These men are
the " guessers" or tbe directory searcher, who
suend their days working their wonderful
brains and turning over the pages of directories
to correct the errors and rectify the omission
of tho people w ho make mistakes In addressing

letters. Chief Clerk Stone of that department
Is quite sure that Santa Claus does not lire In
New York and that the saint docs not even keep
a branch office in this city. Uis letters are,
therefore, sent to Washington, for It certainly
seems reasonable to believe that a gentleman
whose operations are supposedly managed on a
thoroughly international scale would apply at
the nation's capita) when he wanted bis mall.
But by advices from Washington The Sum

learns that Santa Claut dots sot do a mall

I

order bnslnest. Only once. It I said, has ba
called for his mall. That was a good many
years ago.

Notwithstanding the saint's regular disregard
of the letters addressed to him each year In an-
ticipation of his annual activity, his letter are
treated with Just as much care and oeremony as
though be were likely to call tor thorn at any
moment. This Is wise. For Just at this time
of year an Individual who Is preparing for a
Journey around tbe Christian world lu twenty- -

'

four hours hat no tints to waste hanging around
the Post Office waiting for bit letters tu be
sorted out.

That commands, appeals, and suggestions ad-

dressed to Claus are so uniformly Ig-

nored, doos not In any way diminish tbelr
yearly quantity. Children every year feel that
It Is wise to put tbelr applications In writing
that titers may he no misunderstanding. Other
children who find tbelr parents somehow do nut
deliver messages which are Intrusted to them',

attempt to rtooh the saint directly. Children
do not write all tbe letter. Parents Ilk Io
know tometlmtl what tbe children want Banta
Claut to bring to tbe etooklng or tbe Christmas
tree. An easy way for a father or Inquisitive
disposition to make dlplomatlo Inquiries of
this sort It to offer to act at amanuenslt
and to take at tbe children's dictations such

as It may please them to
Thet,e letters, there Is reason to believe,

almost always bring an answer. 1 I the mora
strange ituuinuah many of tbm a never

put Into tb Islter Ijoiee, and area taosa that ar
properly mailed, as ha bean said before, ara
npt called fpr t the Post OfDca. It. sm to
Indicate that Bunts Clans Is a mind reader, and
does not oall for tliara, simply because he already
knows their eontsnts. Ai general thing,
though, It seems safe to assume that Santa
(Mans likes to ba tor that parents approve their
children's requests, and little ones Are hereby
advised that the best way to get satisfactory
results from a letter to St- - Nlak la to get one's
father or mother to write the letter, or at least
to look It over before the envelope Is sealed.

Along In the month of January, when Christ-
mas Is past ami gone, tho people In the Dead
Letter Oqtoo In Washington begin to examine
the mall for which riantn Clans so seldom calls.
Karh letter Is nponed, and the writer's nam
and address la thus discovered: that Is to say.
If Ht. NIok'h correspondent has been mothodlcal
and painstaking enough to tell the old man ex-
actly where ho lives. Sometimes, though, the
clerks In Washington say, the letter writers aro

so sure that Santa Clan knows Just who they
are that they do not put down their full names
nor addresses nor any other Information thatany one but a saint can understand, asfor ex-
ample, a letter that was quoted In a Vv ashing-Io- n

newspaper soveral years ago In direct vio-
lation of tho rules, which require clerks to keep
secret about the contents of the letters that
ther open ran something like this, only the
spelling was not quite so careful:

"Dkaii Haxta: When 1 said my prayers last
night I told Hod to tell you to bring me a hobbv
horse. I don't want a hobby horse, really. A
honestly Hi e horse ts what I want-- Mamma told
mo not to oik for him, becaua 1 probably would

mako yon mad, so you wouldn't give me any-
thing at all. and til got him I wouldn't bareany place in keep him. A man I know will keen
him. be says. If you get him for me. 1 thought
you might like to know. Pltaso don't be mad.
Affectionately, JouM.

"P. S. A Shetland would be enough.
"P. S. I'd rather have a bobby hors than

nothing at all."
It is safe to say that John did nnt get his hon-

estly live horse, banta Claus does not do favor
for small boys who do not take mother's oil vice.
As John did not put down his name and address
his letter was never sent back In u yellow

For that reason John did not have the

1

satisfaction that a more businesslike young
man would hat e had nf knowing that by some
mistake or oiher Hanta Claus did tint get the
letter. It Is earnestly to bo honed that no young
one ever allows n small circumstance like the
return of a letter from the Post Olflce to give
rise to a suspicion that there Is no Santa Claus.
May the day he far distant when the Govern-
ment shall take unon Itself tbe duty of proving
that doll' are full nf sawdust.

The first picture shows a letter that was ap-
parently wriltan hi somebody who was oldenough to write a very nlcehntinessjlkc looking
address. Perhaps the young person whose mes-
sage It contains was permitted to drop It Into

( one Y '

I lGeA l

so

the letter box. A, busy Pott Office clerk stamped
it fur the moil with a big"T,"

the) saw the word Hiberla at the bottom.
Somebody else noticed that no postago stamp
was attached tn it. and ll was also marked
"held for pottage," Tli'-- somebody else no-
ticed to wlionlt was addrevsrd and when, und
ci nt ll up to tbe people who supply deficiencies
of address. It Is safu to guvas, however, that
the request contained In this envelope will bu
filled.

Next Is one whose cancelling stamp show
thai It rnnio from Million U, on thu east
side. "Please, loner man," Itsays, "give this
tu Santa Claus." If thu little one who mailed It

Jo IkW, Jcu.

communications

trauiatlanllo

could not spoil "please" otherwise than at It I

pronounced In the Swedish part of the east side,
at least the request on Its face Is politely made.
And no doubt the "letter man" was sorely
tempted to open tbe letter himself. Hut with
spies and detectives hanging around every street
lamp that wouldn't do at all. There Is another
letter In the same lot written all In German;
"Zuin Cbrisikliidchen," it roads, "Jin Him-mel-

In the departmental red Ink a careful
clerk has Interlined the translation "To the
Christ child. In Heaven," to that nobody who
doetnot underetuud German Villi waste tlmo
puzillngover It.

" The man who couldn't Und ome reiptot far
that letter," said tho clerk who (bowed It to

tiiTiT , ,j. jv,r...if.ft s SffZ!1? f.h"!?. hiii

Bm reporter, laying it softly aside, ''would be
very much or a pagan Indeed."

The other letteia show huw tome parents are
initio think up tbo proper place tn whichriut to Hanta Claus should bu addressed,

Tho lotler respectfully mid resscd to " Mr. Sanlii
Claus, Green Mountains, Vermont." was likely
enough sent by some one who had reason In

that Santa Onus lived In tho land nf
Christmas trees, and whero should Christmas
trees grow If not In thn Green Mountains? Thu
department' best guessers would litivo enmn
difficulty In finding out Just whnt stieiU U
meant bv tho address on tho next one, und nil
Inquiry department clerk has marked another
one with thn endorsement showlig that theru
Isn't any street lu New Y'ork officially known
as Goat street.

Tbe letters In the lot showed tn TltR Spv
seemed to Indicate that snmo of thnror-rcsponden-

of Santa I laus had heard of the
of mall addressed tu him. and hud

etoriulni'd tnsmd several letters In the hope
that one would reach hllii. Thrir, far Instance,
all sent from Dunkirk, N. Y., mid allwrllten
by tho same hand, n.e nddres-u- d in "Mr.
Banta Claus, Mt. Hccla, Icnland." Three from
one of thu stations up beyond tbe Harlem, all lu
different handwritings, 1 ear the ill reel loo,
"North Pole, New York, N. Y" showing how
threo smalt heads worked tbe thing out and
voted in concert. Others wax humorous, as
Instance: "Mr. Santa Claus, 1 I'usy street cor-
ner Comfort avenue." Then, again, still oihurs
apparently have Imaginative parents, ns this
direction shows: "Ht. Nicholas, Christmas 'Ireu
Farm, Fairyland,"

JtTKS. WKJXLnr ASU 11 US, ITAXSA.

Use Ilelea V, Ttoevrell Telle of Their Ca.
liabilities nod Cburnelerletlce.

Miss Helen Varlck Iloswcll, Chairman of the
Now York Stato Woman's Hepubllculi Associa-
tion, has Just returned from tho West. Miss
Boswell went there to rcgeln her strength,
which was much spent In earning out the
work which devolved upon ber during the
recent 1'rcjidoutlnl campaign. While. In the
neighborhood of Canton she spent a day with
President-elec- t and Mrs. McKinlcv In tbelr
homo, meeting Mr. and Mrs. Iiulina there.

" What wero my impressions of Mrs. McKln-le- y

and Mrs. Hannn V" she said In response tu a
question. " Mrs. MolClnley, wbllo not a strong
woman bodily, will, 1 nm sure, ba found equal
to tbo social domunds of her pust. mid will cer-
tainly grace It, for she much purtouul
magnetism. Is sweet nud pretty tn look nt. has a
gentle, sympathetic manner, and u way uf con-

centrating her attention on thu guest uf the
moment that ts bath pleasant and battering.
The llttlo as well as thu great things of Hfo in-

terest hor. and she lias a strung sense of humor,
and gelt a good bit of Innocent fun out of thu
many amusing Incidents of the past six months.
Mrs. McKlnlej has tho mother instinct strongly
developod. Her attention Is Instantly arrested
by an) thing relating to children. She points
out to visitors tbe palming of her own llttlo girl
bung In tbe most prominent part of her drawing
room. She usually sits opposite 11,1s, and looks
often and lavluglv al the pretty childish face.

" How mauy pairs of ItLtlu vvorbled shuns do
rupuoto ebu has knitted? Thirty. ihu

undred pair. I had heard thu number vari-
ously estimated, but huv h It on her ou u author-
ity Unit this Is the number, exclusive of thu lust
fow months, of whlihshc bus keut no aicuiiut.
This rneaus seven tbuiuand individual slippers
knit by tier. These unmet! si. oes she sends to
hospitals and to all the sick pour children of
wtiom she can gi t trut W. Mum a littiu waif
has worn shoes knit by tho wlfu of the next
President,

"Sumo old cynlo baa said that ' marriage Is
tbe deathbed of love.' It mat bu in rtv oa,
but Ihat theory Is entirely d proved bj Major
and Mrs. McKlnley, '1 tiey aru singularly well
mated, and their mutual lovo und devotion
seem as fresh and puru ,is they uvoi could luvvo
been In tbe ilavs ot llielr horuj moon. Perhnps
having no children drivvs Iheni even nearer to-
getherthey niaue up tn e.n h other In them-
selves what the huusebuld m e'i.i lack because
of tbe llttlu lives gone out of It. We nro told
that persons grow- - nliku through Jiving to-
gether. Visitors cannot hut rm..trk tho resem-
blance between Mr. and Mrs. MeLluIuy, partic-
ularly lu prnille.

As for Mrs. Hanna. it was a delight to meet
ber. She Is Just as churn ii. gas her husband is
capable, and she has iiieiiu ot ri.pac.13 In vari-
ous direction!!, ta". alls, llanna will easil) be
the handsomest woiuuu ot thu new Adminis-
tration, never lii.nd w bo the others luuy le.
Handsome is the word nu uru liouud In apply
to Mrs. Ilanna. bho is a very tull woman, per-
fectly proportioned, and sbu carries ber"ilt lu a
most regal manner. Her features uru regular,
indeed, ilneiy chtsellcdf her eics uright ur.d
beaming with Intelligence, and lier brovvs dark
and expressive All this is crowm-- by tho most
beautiful w bile hair. drtsscd lu Just tbe rashlou
to set olf tbe d head, and is a beau-
tiful background for the brilliant complexion.
Mrs Haunu bus lived tn Ohio at tier life, and
the htato may well lie proud of ber. is uu

woman In very respect Interest! d
In avervihlng that makes for Ihu tn tteriueut of
the condition of the poor, and in fun sympathy
Willi all thai mm Ls tho pro;n.ss of her sister
woliisn. The will. in Army lias found a go id
friend in ber. and she is an c:i,vi!ul admtrerof
Mrs. Itull.ngton itooili. Mrs. ilutuia is a woman
whom men ui.d women of all classes respect nud
fet thu better for having known, ril.o I in presses
y,u us a woman of ftiliulto tact, ami most
ailaplable, for she wies onjoving herclf vvry
much In the informal family circle at t anion,
even white si e looks ns though court tercino.njes would main a lit setting tor her 1 articular
stile of bcaul)."

CAXAUIJ-M- i J.N 71: UM2VD STATES.

As Matar of Thtm Here ne In t'nnada Au
llffurt (u Get ts,,me of Them XEacl.

Ottawa. Dec. ID - J. tl. Woodland of Chi-
cago is hero at tho Instigation of the Dominion
Government with refereneo to a scheme to

from ihu Culled .States and settle In

tbe Canadian Northwest all ( unadl 1111 who
have not been successful 111 tbo Status. Mr.
Woodland declines to make his plans pubho
until after be has seen the Hon, t'lulord bifton,
the now Minister of tho Interior, who Is In the
Northwest. When asked about the number nf
Canadians who havumado tbelr homes In the
Stales. Mr. Woodland said!

"It has several times been Mated that there
aro .is many Canadians In tbe Males as there are
In Canada. That statement U liinioubte.'l)
correct. I have no figures with me. If I hail
I could, I think, easily prove what I say to your
satisfaction. Why. in Chicsipi alone Iheru are
no less than 110,000 Canadians, many thou-

sands of whom are not even until ratuid I' i.i led
States citizens. Tho Northern and Northwestern
Mates are full of Canud ana. Tako Minne-
apolis, ht. Paul, and the whole States of Minne-
sota and Michigan. Tho uru full of t .itiadlans.
If Michigan wero called a ptov tneu instead uf a
State ll could not bu much morn 1 auadlaii tha.i
at present. Tho New ICngland Males are full
of CaiuickH. These States urn I In, favorite

giniind nf Quebec, tin tn.tt ituiu' pmv-Ince- s

und Newfoundland, llclwiiii llritlshers
tnd Canadians ll Is oflen jokingly said bv
Canadians across tbo Unit lh.it I'ostou Is still a
British city. California ran' t m.iiiy thoii-siu- i

I Canadians, l.ven in tl 11 tn nth vou w ill
find the Cur.ucks, 1 do not Hu li it un exag.
gHriillnii to say that t'lure Is proi.ablv not a ty
of anv Importance in thu tilnlis tbl has not iuquota of t'anad mis." li) thu Ha)." continued Mr. Woodbind,
"when I was InTornmn 1.1, ni'j. ami was talk-
ing nlth Major ri'diiluere, tin- - c hiiiiuiuI.ii t of
thu Ijenn's Own Lilies, pn madu lm ntaicno.i.t
that of 0.UU0 men wlin hail I .en let olio tilim
or another members of ibo oigunlslloii and
wore still alive, fully s are in tho
L'nlted htater."

When axki'd how Canadians get on la the
States, Mr. Woodland uld'

"As a ruin they do well. Canadians are
thrifty, ambitious, and I'tier.eili, n,o men i.uti
such qualities will euceiul in tho -- lutes, win iu
thu conditions nro ut nil fuvniuble. Miny
Canadians who tuituiall'e and go Into pnlii.oi
rlso. Ill the Western Status hundreds of iu

! could nnmeh.ivu been elected Governors
of MuIuf, and to iiiiiiiv inn rineil'iito p
.Many ure sent to Congress Hu. It Is reni irkahle
bow quh Kly. naturivhrid or noi, Urn Canadians
In thebtatcs sunal up for Canada, wheu uny
slight Is placed upon their country "

" tVhy, then, do ihey stay In the iatates? Why
do they go there V"

"Thuy go thure," replied Mr. Woodland, "tomaking 11 living, lu tho past It has been tl.it
the Cniliid Mates has prnvlilrd a larger field
and morn openings than I'anrubi, though 1 be-
lieve thu day Is now hero when I'nrnnla is tn be-
gin ugreat f unite, and many uf her sons will
coma back. As to atujlr.g thero I thing thn
Intention of the great majority Is to make n
little money und return and end their da;s
quietly In their native land.
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T0ET STEBBINS, AflCrLER.

TtiK nr.Acn tt.ts.s or lakh kxvka
JltlSE Tl) 111 MAliri'.t.LOVa LVRB,

"rnchv" Ort.vvnld of (ltd Btenbea Tied
the Fly-- It IVsa Inrt of a .InUe Inveated
lr illmmy Ilrnke-T- he Mnse la Iarlatf
AVooed liv "ateli" toCelsbrale Ule Victory

n.VMMOXlisi'oitr. N. Y., Dec. 19. Col. II. S.
Slobblns, poet, and Incidentally manager of a
railroad nnd n line of steamboats, it now wrest-
ling with the muse, determined to compel from
It such living verso as It has nevor yet permit-tc- .l

even hit ganlou to got rid of. Many timet
and oft thu divlnunfllalus lias toted with hltub-bin- s,

but now it liat como down and. In the lan-
guage uf 1'ack.y Urlswold, "took hlin by the
necU." IVcky Urlswold, late Instructor to the
llanimomlsport Try-to- . Club,
but ut present
nf tho Wild Hv an. Wild Uuoeo, and Wild Duck
Club of Hyde county, N.C., I now In Unit
county attending tn hi duties, llefotpho de-
parted bo vailed to bid I'oet Stebblns good. by.

"5otry, l'acky," the poet whistled down the
tnbe, "but I can't be disturbed now. I am
writing n poem an eplo,"

"Was that sou that blowed down tbe tnbe,
Etebi"asl.cd l'acky.

" It was;" the poet blew down again.
" Well," said l'acky, " It may ba an eploaa

poem sou'ro wrltln', but It don't smell like
eplcnc. It smells moro like Tom glnl"

And l'acky departed. Indignant, mutterlnci
"Kplcao ixicmsl Quest It It, aftor all, for It

makes me alckl"
no l'ucky went oft to North Carolina, and

Btobblns resumed his wrestle with the muse.
Tho necessity for tbl beroto tussle originated
thus:

There Is no placo on tho wide earth where one
can elt down and wltnoss such phenomena of
memory 11s be can bo confronted with any day
within the precincts ot old Hteuben. The
capacity of tho memory of tho average aged
dweller In old Steuben for reaching back into
the dim vMasof the past and digging up mar-
vellous things Is not equalled anywhere.
Hut even this elastlo and peerless mem-
ory balls when It tries to recall what
lime lliiiff Point tboved Its .frowning
front forward and split one end of tho fair
lake now known as Keula Into such shape that
on tho map It shows up as an uncertain letter
V. The Steuben county memory bates to own
up that It runs against a snap when It tries to
fix that date, hut excuse and justifies Itself by
thu fact that liluff I'olnt Isn't in old Steuben,
but In Vales county.

"Wo ain't expected to recollect thing that
happened down In Yates," said on champion
of bteuben county memory. "If Wuff Point
had Imp: ened In old Sloobon we'd a told you all
about it."

Uut ll doesn't matter what tlmo Bluff Point
blfuicnted Lake tveuka. Tho bifurcation Is
there, and ono result of It Is tho west branch of
the lake. Un the west shore of this branch,
only a mile or so from tho main water, I lb
handsome cottage of James A. Drake of Corn-
ing. James A. Drake ts President ot the First
National blank uf Corning. He spends bis sum-
mers at bis cottage on Lake Keuka, Ills Uerres-lio-lf

steam yacht Madge ls ono of tbe fastest
ever built by that famous designer, Tbe owner
of this yacht is popular, and is familiarly and
atlectionately known as "Jimmy "Drake. There
are blaci bass In Lnke Keuka. Lots of 'em. Dig
ones, lou. .1. A. Drake's great delight U to
fish for black bass, a'.d bis ambition - to catch
more than any out Ise. The poet Stebblns is a
close fuc. id of Jimmy Drake. Onoof the most
beautiful traits ot tbe Loct Stebblus's character
Is that, while hu thinks he is a great fisherman,
he can't liuli a little bit. When he was a boy,
before potsy claimed bim for its own and be
lived on l unaadalgua Lake, he bad tbo

habit, but that isn't fishing.
Tho gobi.iedy-gudgeo- n Is indigenous to Cunan-diiigu- a

Lake, and resembles what one might
Imaglno un Incipient sea serpent to be, if
one's Imagination, belli; naturally vivid,
wer stlmu.ated by applejack distributed
will, a freu band. The Lobbledy-gudgeo- n

habit Is simply putting out set lines baited to
kidnap this o denizen of Canan-dalgu- a

Lake the denizen's mission being to en-

rich certain soils In thut vicinage which nature
has left incomplete. Uut EObbledv-gudgtonln- g

isn't lisbing, according to tbe idea of tbe Lake
Keubn country, and ills an open secret that
I'oet siiulibiiis can't tlsh. Hut folks wouldn't for
tho world pin a stumbling block as big a a
straw iu the way uf bis thinking that be can.

Ila1um011dsp.il t is something like ten mile
from ihu llr.iku mttage, but distance didn't
binder the ueas from coming un daily this sea-
son ttir.i nobotiv ever beard of black bass belus;
caught of tbe sizunud In tbo numbers that Jlm-li- ij

lirakuwas hauling in, at nig lit, especially,
l'.iack bans in Lnku Keuka have a trick of
bit. tig nt night ut tbo lure of the fisher-
man wan nmiu avidity than they tackle butt
In thu da)liiuu. Nowhere else are black has
nngtud for Just as they aru In Laku Keuka.
J he book in u .Iversal use is not much
Inrgi r ihait t no Uulicatu brook trout Mr bom.
For nli. Ill tismnga hit of red feather is at tuched
to tins i.unk, and, trolling bji buais, the angler
risbes ueur ilicshiiru with great eucciss. Thus
fishing the news kept coming ot Jimmy Drake's
success hi) unit every other fisherman. Tb
post isieuimis, huv Ing for the lime li the muse
la.t- a few da) s off, while he blmiolf took note
11 nt ls ireigit trains, laden with grape- - from
hcukus vine-cla- d hills, were getting away on
ttino, sinlltHt al this news of Jimmy Drake's
gieal lucu and said ho would gout nit
leisure and knock the Drake record silly or, at
he expressed It lu Impromptu Orpblo rhyme 1

YVl.atl lis
beat ma

a il.tila' r
Yv'uat 1 Him I
Thiil Jim I

on wall till yon bear my lint
So by and by Stebblns went out to give

rhythmic s ish to his line at became a poet and
oiiu who also ihuught he could fish. Ilebnlshed.
it the iiigiit winds of fair Keuka could uufnld a
tale, nu eiuubl thuy would whisper that he also
swashed. Let him have the beuotll of the doubt,
anil sai that bo only swished fur he swished In
'. nlii. iiu cauiuin Usblces. Vet news came next
in) of further success of Jimmy Drake, Night
after mgi l thu puet htebblns snislied. Night
niter uii:l.t he Siviahed in vain. .Morning after
morning c ime the uuws of ninny two and three
puu ideis Unit could not resist tbe skill uf
J 111 In Drake.

1, lienor., day this successful sportsman cam
up lu llK'nuioudsuort on bis yacm Madge, lie
furthw 'tu sought out l'acky llnsnold,

"I'm!,)," said bo, "we all know that Steb
can . c'll give blui a thvniu for a poem,
U..',i fool him, and he'll dash off a poem on
'how tii. mis Tails,' or something of llikt sort,
Tiu me a dy on tbo blggcri Irml. )ou can get."

-- ol'iuki. being tin adipt at such, tied him
tie liy. he hook was three Indies and u
qinuierlu length, the burhed curve an Inch In
n I. 'Ihu Poll) 11 f tho It) was half au Inch
ibioUnb, made of a wi.ppiiig of eo irso red
lt.ii. Tlie Hailiers vt.ru red and bluo and
bim li.o loial Ifiigih of four Inches and a half,
i.inl a width of l In t u inches, 'I bis was all tied
loa ol ntnul tvrup.'iux twine. No such
luru fur t'.sh was ever conceived before, much
ltr lliillte.

bun l'ucky Grltvrold delivered that amaz-
ing lure tu hu Drake, ihe Utter
ejolitul.

"Oh!" aatd he. "That's great! Tlint'd scare
a 111,111. eating shark into tits! Say, l'acky! If
)i,0 mo ihu surface of Luke Keuka covered with
ib nl him k ha.u some morning know lliat rHcb
Inn iriud this liy on 'em the night before, and it
fi ivihleiiid 'em all to death. Maybe this won't
gi.u .' tub a ini'iuul Oh, no!"

Then Jitniti) Drake look tho liy In poet Steb-
blns, wlin loukud upon It with much alarm,

"blub," said Jtiuiuy, "don't be afraid of it.
This Is the secret uf my success with b.ss, I
wouldn't give It away tu uny other person pn
earth, 1 ill (covered It, This one Is the only one
uxcept mine 111 existence. His) ours, (loculeb
bass, llui, as inn love inc. don't glvu thu secret
away I doa't want an one else to know ll,"

" U lint, 1 give ll nwuy!" exclaimed tbe poet,
"ioll!"

A I let which Jimmy Drake said.
)oj (i.iif an 1 e'liue luuru from Corning ar

gnin'oui llshliigwltli meto.nlght. Cumealong,
ami w o 11 show 'cm how to tlsh,"

And l ot. Mtebbins ivunu 'Ihu night wot dark,
Tt.u Tout ami Duo Udllof Cuming vvunt outtu
ihu amu bout.

I " lii u't give it awny!" whispered Jimmy
I)ra.te. as tliey pii'lcd out tnthe llshlng groui d,

' What, II Not If 1 dlu!"ex. united blcboins,
It opping into poeiry unconsciously,

ilea' liuig Ihe bulling ground", llie poet Steb-t- o

cautiousiy attached thai atualug Uy tu
h 'line. Ho ewished and vm a to fishing. Duo
in. If also went tu fishing, lie shook with war-- 1

rni ent as hu llsbeil, lie 'Imuuht bu knew a lot.
i'v ami by the pout Slebbins lad a strike. 11

no gin boldly, mid al lust. In the darkness, ho
latiued lu thu boat a llsh that, us it tumbled and
lopped, gave evidence mat 11 was iv big one.
Meboins detached ll and swished agulu, and
pinienily landed another bl.' one, Dou (loft
shook less vvltlt merriment, lie began tu tbluk
he bud been fooled,

"What are vou fishing with, Steb J" h
uskid.

'1 he poet, Drake's secret sacred with bim,
"My usual rig." And im swUhvd again.

"wish, sul.-l-i, atvtsh basa. bass, bass; and
every bass a big one, until Doe Doff, who had
not even (be compliment of a bitr, declared thatit was lloioto guhoiui Mtubbltia wo willing.
le bad ten bass, and fVi that every one of
tiitia was big, 111 heart thanked Jimmy Drak

ih. liv, ,j r . "iluMsa

t a. si v rjaBaa
far letting him In on the secret. They wcnt"V4ok IbbbbI
to Drake s. s , VH"Bteb." eald Jimmy, " there' been tn ot.ni Vaalnnt and not one of us catlghta bas. IsbbbbI
What did you do It for' I thought you'd steth i(Hjoke. Why did you go nnd put that awful soar Hcrow thing in the water? Noboly'll avorcatoh maai
a bass In this lake again, not for yeanl" liaBai

Then Stebblns unloaded his bass. Tn, Tend Veal
the smallest iinu threu pounds ull caught on iaalthe unbeartl-o- t fly I t)H

This ls why thu poet Etobblns I now wrestling ''aaiwith tho mnm). He has been overheard saying ''aaaa!
a verse or two of thorosult now and than, as-- aaaa!
parently In great glee. Thslxonut "'':bbbbI

"Itnlhal Drake, hllhtl Tiaaai
(Not)ou.c. w.,butJlm). tfaaaai

Drakes fly. bo do ducks. ejeesus.adswsnflys
Tbty hImiih tut. 4bbb1

This requires explanation. " Not yon. O. W" faaaai
the poet sings. That refers to C. W. Drake of '.aBaai
New York, who Is President of the railroad t taaaaicnmpauy end steamboat line to which i?ot aaaai
Btobblns devotes his spare time. C. W. Drake H
also has a cottage on Lakr Keuka and a yacht. (saai
When Col. Stebblns falls into that sublime oon-- 'jH
dltlon that clutches all poets and sets tbelr ere , H
In fine frenzy rolling, bn dedicates hi song ta i iHC. W. As thus, once, when singing tbe return H jHot spring and Its advantages to them at freights n Hersaud forwarders, tbo poet Stebblns sang) (f'fBafl

Then here's to uil We take tbe c&k faBal
With this our steamboat llns! U'VaBTarl

When tbe les goes out we 11 open the lake. If BaTsai
And then we llonen tbe wine! IbbbI

And another verse by the pott Subbing tsv IJaaai
Teals the plot of this hi greatest effortl llsal
IU1 t.al Drake, hel liel laaai

I hate to trouble you, ''IsTsai
Battue tale or Drake's fly yon mm bear, settsmta IbtsbI

iBBTaTI
(Hot you. Jim, but a W.). H
And yet another one, showing mueesly elMI rtaaai

Ilal ba! Drake flol hoi Usrsai
Oh, list hal Jimmy D.I ffaal

There are (ilea on my flah lias, as yea weHtatafiv. UtaTal
but there ain't no files on met rjall

And Col. Htobbins Is still wrestltac with tbp IfjH
mnse. and l'acky Qrltwold 1 In North Carolina iHtafl
thinking bitterly. ' sgj. laH

nn CHTUB AltMT OF TUB TnESPIAXS. 0 al
Nearly 100,000 I'ereoni Emplored l S aaal

Thcatrea orthe ITntttd Htatea. 'ftal
In the controversy In Congress ovrv allsvsg' $

tlon of a copyright law (a controTrfhloty
culmlnuted In the passage of the Draper bl I

f
by both branches of Congress) the tatemejif V viaaaal
was made that there are 5,000 tbeatreffd H
opera houses In the United. tates represt' tg U
a cost of from $10,000 to $1,000,000 : i .H
These theatres employ oO.OOO persons, exoly j 'M
of actors and actresses- - Upward' of 400 mn '- - H
tcrlpl playt written or owned by, " tenaofi to i B
United States are played nlchtft. "bty. Aa
employment to from 6,000 to O.OOoui ". f ! t .'fl
cottof producing these mnnncrlptK , fang Vt !$k
from Ss.000 to $'.'5,000 each, and the. "POtV jH
of the new statute ls to give' Judges. 4a j ' 'al
United States courts full Jurisdiction o e -- -' )fl
matter and to mokotke penalty lmpoodv )iie?fl
circuit operative 'Wtiywheie throughout tusi 7 7$4fl
country for unauthorised performance. ,.J

The number nf actors and actresses In the WalUnited states has lncroied far moro rapidly Jt!B
thau has tho population for a number of year laaal
past. Hy the Federal census of lB7Qtbr were, '.'''aaal
at that time, '.'.(."i I actors and actresses. By the IbIcensus of 18X0, the number bad grown ta 4,813.
In lbuO.lt w is H.bln'and It Is now clsariy lu '',excess of 10,000. though tho line of deroaroatbin B
between veritable Niclnrs nud notrosses and ,jttboso connect! d vt'lth the variety profession,' as iHIt 1 sometimes oalled. Is not very uleur. About SmH
00 per cent, of the number ot persons detcriblns; H
themselves as actors an I actresses are directly ai
oonnected villi tho performance of standard or '5aal
manuscript pla) s. and the others rtv employee vj
of variety theatres, singers, specialty artistt, rtlHgymnasts, circus performers, bkatcrs. or comlo .Hvooallsts. In the number of those who aro con- - t,H
nected Indirectly, with theatric il performances, I'sB
the stage hn ds uru to he considered as quite t '.iaB
factor, for though it Is popularly considered Stfl
that the stage hands are supernumeraries, not 2Hto bo i ed by any menthm in. lb play- - ialbills, thu fart ls that they are, all ' I them. In the flbest theatres practical rarpent ri it li verf "Hdifficult t make an accurate ' couiprehen- - ;?"
tlve statement of the nunibir of t nose who era soal
employed dlicrtly una induct'!) in tlio thsa ,tdH
tret or fits country. The n't ami actress, &
of course, are an easily usee tani vide iiuautlty, s
but In addi'ion to the na e t . - of whom an 5,
accurate estimate may b mudi ..icru itro the
supers, mala ami femalo, l.ie tbe.itru nrcbestra '?,
players, thu einplnyeesof lliu t re box offices, f,
tho doorkceiiers. Janitors ndvi rtis)ng agiinm X1

and nss slants, the iishets. tin ta- - men and their J.
assistant- - the prupertv lorn 'he sceno pslnters
nnd nsMsinuli, Ibo thorns male and 11
female, and tho inaniigei'al stiuT, made uo ot fc
business managers, adtaura agents stonogra- -
pliers, secretaries, ilramui sis' helpers, and, 'ij
scenu sbifiers. Il woiinl pr diuolv bo ssfe to tar ?
that the number nf tlmso w odraw llie'r lvelf.
hoodfromtheiitrusanilnpfrah.iiisrslntbeUnlteel , a
btates is hearir KIU.1100 Hi in r.il nud and at tba V ,';

preseni nulo of Increase It may b nonslderablf "$
more before thu next imuoual crns'Ji. -

Tbe Itoot or the Kvll.
y0 t'.s fiidniniiii.'la Journal. J

The Kind Lady Tell ma. Is It nnt the love ef ty
drink that make you thu wretched being yoo
are y J

Dlsmnl Dawson Nome, It It the love of money, -

"linod gracious ! Do ou mean to tell me that $i
you aru a miser " i

"Oh, no. I don't mean me lovln' montyi I jmean If other people dldn t love thslr tiiopty to,
It wouldn't be so haul fer me to trlt bold of It V
now and then." Ll


